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 Main changes brought in by the Act:

The Licensing Act codifies four fundamental objectives of the new system:

a)
the prevention of crime and disorder;

b)
public safety;

c)
the prevention of public nuisance; and

d)
the protection of children from harm

Responsibility for licensing has moved from magistrates to Local Authorities. Local Authorities will be required to publish a statement of policy – a local licensing policy which outlines how they will promote the objectives listed above every three years.

The new system of licensing is delivered through a number of new authorisations - personal licences, premises licences, club premises certificates and temporary event notices

Premises License

A premises licence authorises the holder of the licence to use the premises to which the licence relates for licensable activities. The licence details operating conditions which allows the licensing authority to ensure that the use of the premises is in line with the licensing objectives. 

A premises licence is not time limited unless it is revoked or surrendered.

Personal License

Any supply of alcohol made under a premises licence must be made or authorised by a personal licence holder.

The designated premises supervisor, who has overall responsibility for the supply, must hold a personal licence

A personal license holder must be able to show that they have not been convicted of a number of “relevant offences” which include supplying drugs, certain sexual offences and offences involving serious dishonesty and replaces the previous requirement for a license holder to be of “good moral character”. 

They must also hold an accredited qualification

Designated Premises Supervisor

A 'designated premises supervisor' is required in every case where the premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol, and no supply of alcohol may be made on the premises unless there is a designated premises supervisor in possession of a personal licence

Children and young people

Children under 16 are not allowed unaccompanied into premises which are exclusively or primarily used for the supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises

Relaxing of licensing hours

Removal of licensing restrictions to allow for 24 hour sale of alcohol

Powers for police and courts to tackle problem premises

Courts and the police able to make temporary closure orders in respect of certain premises

Alcohol Concern Analysis

The Licensing Bill aims to deliver a number of ambitious improvements to the culture of drinking and to the levels of crime and disorder, which we have welcomed. However any change in culture will take time and in the interim it is vital that local communities will deal with the extension of drinking hours and any increase in anti social behaviour in the interim

Additional demands on public services

The 24 hour economy can only function effectively with adequate support from public services. We are particularly concerned that little has been done to consider how transport infrastructure, policing and street cleaning will be able to cope with the additional demands placed on them as a result of the relaxing of licensing laws.

Managing the development of the late night economy

The need to look at the development of the evening economy as a whole, is one which has been a recurrent theme in the discussions of the licensing changes and the subject of a ODPM Select Committee enquiry. Many of the negative aspects of the development of the late night economy, such as crime and anti-social behaviour are associated with dominant role that alcohol plays in this segment of the economy and the need for a more balanced approach is becoming clear.

In response to these concerns Government announced its intention to change the current system of “use classes orders” so as to put pubs and bars into a separate class aiming to tackle the growth of the “superpub” by the back door where users convert premises used for cafés and restaurants into pubs without the need for planning permission. Baroness Blackstone reported this on the last day of the Lords Report Stage of the Bill but since then there has been no further progress reported on this issue.

If this does not come into effect until after the Licensing Bill has come into force, there will be an incentive for owners of premises to rush through changes while the loophole still exists, and they will be able to do so without the restraints of limits on opening hours, and undertakings, provided for in the present licensing regime

National Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy

Ideally licensing changes would have been seen as part of the NAHRS rather than leading the way. This is particularly important given that although the aim of the new licensing laws are to change the binge drinking culture of the UK, in fact we do not yet know what the impact will be on alcohol consumption overall. Alcohol Concern would like to see the health impacts of the changes monitored so as to ensure that any changes are positive rather than negative.
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Background 


In April 2000 the Government published a White Paper on reforming alcohol and entertainment licensing (Time for Reform: Proposals for the Modernisation of Our Licensing Laws. 


This set out proposals for modernising and integrating the alcohol, public entertainment, theatre, cinema, night cafes, with the aims of  reducing crime and disorder and alcohol misuse and encouraging tourism. The Government also aimed to reduce the amount of regulation in this area.
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Send an email to policynews@alcoholconcern.org.uk
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For further information on any of these issues please contact 


Geethika Jayatilaka Director of Policy and Public Affairs on � HYPERLINK "mailto:gjayatilaka@alcoholconcern.org.uk" ��gjayatilaka@alcoholconcern.org.uk� 





Alcohol Concern 


Alcohol Concern is the national agency on alcohol misuse, working to reduce the level of alcohol misuse and to develop the range and quality of helping services available for problem drinkers and their families.
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