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Rio Tinto chairman and chief executive 
 
 
Paul Skinner assumes the role of chairman of the board of Rio Tinto on 1 November, 2003, 
joining chief executive Leigh Clifford and his executive team. 
 
The board announced the appointment of Mr Skinner on 8 April, 2003. Mr Skinner joined Rio 
Tinto as a non executive director in 2001. He retired from his previous position as Group 
managing director of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group on 30 September, 2003. 
 
Mr Clifford, who has been with Rio Tinto for 33 years, was appointed chief executive in 2000. 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Paul Skinner worked for The Royal Dutch/Shell Group of companies from 1966 after joining 
as a student in 1963. He worked in various sales and marketing positions in Shell’s 
chemicals businesses before moving to the oil business in 1979. From 1981 he held a 
succession of chief executive appointments in Shell’s UK, New Zealand and then Norwegian 
interests. Mr Skinner became president of Shell International Trading Company in 1991 and 
subsequently of the Group’s merged oil trading and shipping businesses. In 1996, he was 
appointed director of strategy and business services, Oil Products, and president of Shell Oil 
Products Europe in 1998. He became CEO of the global Oil Products business in January 
1999 and a Group managing director in 2000. 
 
Leigh Clifford joined the Rio Tinto Group in 1970 after completing a bachelor’s degree with 
honours in engineering and a master’s degree in engineering science at Melbourne 
University, Australia. He held various roles in the coal and metalliferous operations of the 
Group before being seconded to Rio Tinto in London in 1994 as mining director. In 1996 he 
was appointed managing director of Rio Tinto Limited, based in Melbourne. He returned to 
London in 1999 and was chief executive of Rio Tinto’s global Energy group prior to his 
appointment as chief executive of Rio Tinto in April 2000. 
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