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ND BILLION-YEAR-OLD ROCK FROM OUTER SPACE 
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Authentic meteorites are very rare and some can be enormously valuable. Rob Elliott, the 

UK’s leading meteorite dealer, based in Fife, says: “Collecting meteorites is certainly one of 

the most unusual hobbies. But, holding a piece of four-and-half-billion-year old space rock in 

your hand can really stir up the imagination with a sense of awe and wonderment.” 

Stardate is an Open University/BBC Two series presented by Adam Hart-Davis and 

produced by Screenhouse.  It takes an interactive look at astronomical events. The first 

programme in the Stardate series was Stardate:Transit of Venus, which screened on June 5 

and June 8 this year. 

Editor’s Notes 

Fate of any authentic meteorite found: Any meteorite recovered in the hunt will be properly 

classified by one of the experts and its name (usually after the nearest town) will be assigned 

by the International Meteorite Nomenclature Committee of the Meteoritical Society (as long 

as the meteorite is not from a previously identified strewn field). The meteorite will then be 

added to the Meteoritical Bulletin in Meteoritics and Planetary Science and also the 

meteorite catalogue of the Natural History Museum, together with the name of the finder and 

a description of the circumstances.  A small sample of the meteorite (20 per cent of the total 

mass or 20g, whichever is the lesser amount) must be donated to an institution that has well-

curated meteorite collections and longstanding commitments to such curation. In the UK the 

remainder is the property of the discoverer (and/or landowner). 

The OU/BBC co-production Stardate, which will feature the Great British Meteorite Hunt, is 

scheduled for transmission in late September 2004 on BBC Two. 
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